THE 


Arminian Magazine, 


For APRIL 1790. 


+P] >?®<—>> << 


GOD’s Love To MANKIND. Mamifefled by di/proving 
his Abfolute Decree for their Damnation. 


[Concluded from Page 112.] 


| HE fear of hell alfo is a ftrong curbeto hold men in 

from impiety; ‘ and therefore,” faith one, ‘* GOD 
** hath planted in men a fear of vengeance, that by it, as 
“ the fhip by the rudder, the foul may be prefently turned 
** afide. from any rocks, gulphs, or quickfands of fin, when 
* it is near them; and may fteer its courfe another way.” 
For this caufe, the fear of GOD, and abftaining from evil, 
are often joined together in {cripture, Job. i. 1. Exod. i. 17. 
And the want of this fear is made the root of all licentiouf- 
nefs in finning, Gen. xx. 11. 

The fecond branch of this reafon is, that by the abfolute 
decree, hope and fear are taken away. For hope is _pro- 
perly exercifed about fome good thing, which may be ob- 
tained ; not which muft be obtained of neceility: and the 
objeti of fear, is an evil that may be efcaped, For fear is 
a fleeing from evil ; and, therefore, fuppofeth the evil to be 
avoidable : for no man will flee from an evil that cannot be 
prevented, but will yield up himfelf to it, as Ca/ar did his 
body to the murdereys in the fenate-houfe. Now, by this 
decree, heaven and hell are not objefts poflible, but necef- 
‘ary. Heaven {hall unavoidably be obtained by thofe that 
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are ele&ted, and hell: muft as certainly, be endured by thofe 
that are reprobated. For men have no power to alter their 
eternal eftates: all men by this decree are precifely deter. 
mined to one ftate, ta neceflary falvation or neceflary dame 
nation, without any power or liberty to choafe whether. 

. __ @ And from hence this conclufion is clear, that the abfolute 
decree taketh away the chiefeft inducements to holinefs, and 
determents from wickednefs ; and confequently hindereth q — 
godly life exceedingly. 

The injurioufnefs of this do&trine to a godly life may fur- 
ther appear by thefe confiderations that follow, one depend. 
mB upon another, 

. Abfolute and peremptory decrees are inevitable, what. 
ever the things be, about which they are exercifed: and 
men’s.everlafting fates, if they be abfolutely determined, are 
altogether undeclinable. The law of deftiny is undeclinable, 
And the reafon is, becaufe it hath an inevitable caufe, the 
adamantine decrees of tend GOD, which are undecli- 
peas two ways. 

« Irreverfible, liable to no repeal (as the ftatutes are, 
which are made in our parliments) but far more unaltera- 
ble than the laws of the Medes and Perfians. As I have /po- 
hen, fo will I bring it to pafs: 1 have purpofed and I will 
do it, L/aiak xlvi. 11. Men many times recall their words, 
becaufe they utter things rafhly ; and repeal their flatutes and 
ordinances, becaufe they fee fome inconvenience in them, 
which they could not forefee: but GOD never calleth in 
his decrees, becaufe they are all made in infinite wifdom, 

2. Irrefiftible, It lies not in the power of any creature 
to difannul them. Who hath refifted his will? Rom. ix. 19- 
Our GOD is in heaven, he doth whatfoever he will, Pf. cxv. 3. 
Whaifoever is once concluded by his abfolute will, is no 
ways alterable by the will of man. It is as poflible for a 
man to hinder the rifing of the fun, or to flay his courfe im 
the heavens ; to ftop the revolutions of the year, and over- 
turn the whole courfe of nature, as to make the leaft change 
in any of GOD’s abfoliite decrees. 


jl. Men’s 
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11, Men’s aétions about ends and things, determined by 
an abfolute decree, “are-vain and fruitlefs ; becaufe they can- 
not make them otherwife than they are determined to be. 
It is abfolutely decreed, the devils fhall be damned: were it 
not a fruitlefs thing in them by prayers, tears, and endea- 
vours, to feek to alter it? It is alfo fimply decreed, that the 
foul of man fhall be immortal: is it not a labour in vain 
for any-man to-ufe means that his foul may be saindhitated 
jt is ordained, that the fun fhall rule the day, and the moon 
the night; that the one fhall finifh itis proper courfe in a 
year, the other ina month: would nota man’s endeavour 
to make an alteration in thefe things, be unprofitable and ri- 
diculous ? Without doubt it would: fo hkewife, in vain 
do men. labour to obtain everlafting life, and avoid eternal 
death, if there be no power and liberty in their hands to 
chufe life. or death, byt they muft of neceffity take that 
which 1s affigned them, be it life or death. For by their 
labour they effeét juft nothing : if they be abfolutely appoint- 
ed to deftruétion ; their hearing, reading; praying, and mourn- 
ing for their fins, cannot poflibly procure their ‘falvation ; 
damned they muft be. And if they are abfolutely ordained 
to falvation ; their negleét of holy duties, their ignorance, 
their love of pleafures, and continuance in a courfe of un- 
godlinefs, cannot bring them to damnation ; they muft be 
faved. If fo many fouls in a congregation be in this manner 
decreed to heaven or hell ; the minifter preacheth in vain, 
and the people hear in vain : for there cannot one foul be fa- 
ved by all his or their pains, which is ordained to hell ; nor 
one foul be caft away by his or their negligence, which is 
appointed to heaven. 

e Ill. Men are not willing to be employed in fruitlefs aéti- 
ons, if they know it. 

I fo run, faith St. Paul, .1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. not as uncer- 
tainly; fo fight I, not as one that beateth the air: but I 
keep under my body, and bring it into fubjedtion ; left that by 
any means, when I have preached to others, I my/eif fhould 
be a caft-away. The meaning is, I endeavour to keep GOD's 
commandments; | fight withthe temptations of the devil, 
the 
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the allurements of the world, and mihe own corruptions; I 
keep my body low by watchings and. faflings, and other ex. 
ercifes of holy difcipline. But, do I ali’ this at random ? un- 
certain whether I fhall obtain any good, or’prevent any mif- 
chief hereby ? No; but Ido this, as one that is fure that by 
fo doing | fhall attain everlafting life; and without fo doing, 
cannot avoid eternal death: intimating in thefe words the 
common difpofition of men, which is to labour, where fome 
proportionable good is to be gotten, or evil prevented ; 
otherwife to fpare their heads and hands too. @ 
g To be emptoyed in fruitlefs affairs, is both a folly and a 
mifery. 3 | 

1. A folly: for no man ufeth deliberation about things ne 
tffary, faith the philofopber;» And our Saviour, {peaking 
of things above our power; faith to his difciples, Matt. 
vi. 27, Luke xi. 26. Why take ye thought about fuch things ? 
which is as much as if he had faid, it is an argument of fol- 
ly in vou to trouble yourfelves about fuch things as lie not 
in your power. @ 

2. It is'a m2/eryin the opinions of all men, as the fable of 
Si/yphus implieth, who (as the poets feign) is punifhed im 
hell with the rolling of a great {tone to the top of a fteep hill, 
where it cannot reft; but prefently tumbles down again. 

The moral of that fable is; that it if a torment; and 4 
torment fit for hell; for a man to be fet about any work that 
is fruitlefs and in vain. Men will rather be exercifed in high 
and hard employments that produce proportionable ends, 
than pick ftraws, play with feathers, or, with Domitian, 
fpend their time in killing flies, or do any other eafy work, 
which endeth in nothing but air and emptinefs. And, there- 
fore, when Balaam once /aw that the Lord had fully deter- 
mined to ble/s Ifrael, he gave over, and fet no more enchant: 
ments. And reafon teacheth every man to do the like. If 
any man were fully poffefled with a perfuafion, that his tem- 
poral eftate was determined in heaven, and that he fhould 
be worth juft fo much, neither more nor lefs ; he would con- 
clude, that his care and pains could nothing profit him, nor 
his idlencfs impeverifh him, and fo would quickly be per- 
fuaded 
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fuaded to take his eafe. And were it evident, that every 
common-wealith had a condition appointed for it which 
could not be altered, and a fatal period which could not be 
avoided; then would the flate make no laws and ordinances 
for the preventing of its ruin, or the procuring of its prof- 
perity or continuance. 

There are three things which are ufually an{fwered. 

Firft, That many of them who believe this doéirine, are 
holy and god men. I confefs it: but it is no thanks to 
their opinion that they are fo (the true and natural genius of 
which is to beget floth, and to countenance men in carnal li= 
berty :) but either to GOD’s providence (who will not fuf- 
fer this doftrine for his own glory’s fake and the good of 
men, to have any great flroke in their lives ;) or to men’s 
incogitancy, who think not of reducing it to praétice, and 
drawing conclufions out of it, but reft in the naked {pecula- 
tion of it, as they do of many others: or laftly, to fome 
good praétical conclufions which they meet With in the word 
of GOD, fuch as, Be ye holy, as Lam holy—Without holt- 
ne/s no man fhall fee GOD—If ye confent and obey, ye fhall 
eat the good things of the land—Godlinc}s hath the promifes 
of this life, and of the life to come. And hence we may learn 
to meafure this opinion, not by the lives of fome few of the 
men that hold it, but by the natural confequences of it. No 
man that hath thoroughly fucked it in, and underftandeth 
the force ofit; but willeither quite relinquifh it, or live accord- 
ing to the natural appointment of it, that is, licentioufly. 

Secondly, it-is faid, that albeit this doétrine teach, That 
tien are abfolutely elefted, or abfolutely reprobated: yet 

1. It tells no man who in particular is eleéied, who re- 
jefted, 

2. It teacheth that men muft get the knowledge of their 
eleétion by good works, and fo doth rather encourage, than 
itifle, honeft endeavours. 

For anfwer to the firft of thefe : The ignorance of a man’s 
particular ftate doth not alter the caufe a jot: for he that bes 
lieveth in general, that many, and they the greateft compa- 
ny without com parifon, are inevitably ordained to deftruéti- 
Vou. WW, on, 
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on, and a few to falvation, is able out of thefe two general 

propofitions, to make thefe particular conclufions ; either 1 
am abfolutely chofen to grace and glory, or abfolutely caft 
off from both. If1 be chofen, I muft of neceflity believe, 

and be faved ; if I be caft olf, I mult as neceffarily not be- 

lieve, and ie damned. . 

* What need I, therefore, take thought either way about 
means or end? My end is fixed in heaven, and the means 
too; my final perfeverance in faith, and my falvation ; or 
my continuance in unbelief, and my damnation. If I lie 
under this neceffity of believing and being faved, or of dy- 
ing in unbelief and being damned ; in vain do I trouble my- 
felf about means or end; I may take mine eaf@ and fo I 
will ; itis enough for me to fit down, and wait what GOD 
will do unto me. “ Thus Tiberius,” fays Suetonius, * was the 
** more negligent in religion, becaufe he was fully per- 
“ fuaded, that all things came to pafs by deftiny.” And in 
this manner (it is to be feared) do too many reafon in their 
hearts, and on this very ground (though they will not per- 
haps acknowledge it) encourage themfelves in profanencfs. 

To the fecond, I anfwer, that men ordinarily will not 
think the getting the knowledge of their ele&tion (if that be 
all) worth all thofe painful duties of religion that are to be 
performed, and all thofe fweet and pleafing fius which are 
to be relinquifhed ; they will reft contented without it for 
a while, rather than pay fo dearly for it: and the rather, be- 
caufe 

1. When they have gotten it, it isin moft but a weak and 
conjeftural knowledge, obfcured with many clouds and un- 
certainties. 

2. It muft be maintained with a great deal of pains and 
care, or elfe it will be loft again. To the retaining of it, 
is required a continual endeavour to keep a clear confcience, 
which is irkfome and tedious. Men, therefore, had need 
of a flronger motive to obedience than this is, or elfe they 

will do nothing, 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, they that defend and teach abfolute reprobation, 
fay they, do earneftly exhort men to good works, and deny 
that any can be faved except they live honeflly. 

So much was alfo faid in the behalf of Epecurus, viz. 

That he denied that any man that lived not honefily, could 

live pleafantly.” But Tud/y anfwered roundly: “ As if I 
‘ cared what he affirmeth or denieth: this I atk, what is meet 
“ for him to fay, who placeth happinefs in pleafure?” And 
fo it mattereth not what thefe men teach, but what they 
fhould teach, if they will {peak confiftently with their own 
conclufions, . 
¢ I come now to my laft reafon againft abfolute reprobati- 
on, drawn from the wacomfortablene/s of it. It is a do€étrine 
full of defperation : and, ‘Aienloce. can be no do@rine of 
GOD’s word: for that is good news to men, a ftorehoufe 
of {weet confolations for us in cur beft and worft conditions. 
Thefe things were written, faith the apoftle, That by patience 
and comfort of the fcriptures, we might have hape, Rom, xv. 4. 
implying, that therefore was the Word written, and left to 
the church, that by the comforts comprifed in it, thofe poor 
fouls that look towards heaven, might never want, in any 
changes of this mortal life, a {weet gale of hope to refrefh 
them, and to carry on their fhip towards the haven. 

This do€trine leadeth many into temptation, and into fuch 
an one, as is as fharp and dangerous as any the tempter hath. 
The devil can eafily perfuade a man that maketh abfolute 
reprobation a part of his creed, that he is one of thofe abfo- 
lute reprobates ; becaufe there are far more abfolute repro- 
bates, even a hundred for one, than abfolute chofen ones : 
anda man hath a great deal more reafon to think, that he is 
one of the moft, than one of the feweft; one of the huge 
multitude of inevitable caft-a-ways, than one of that 
little flock for whom GOD hath precifely prepared a king- 
dom. Such a man is not only capable of, but framed and 
fafhioned by his opinion for this fuggeftion ; which is a ve- 
ry fore one, if we may believe pm wee Bucer, and Zan- 
chius. 
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~—— © Calvin telleth us, that “ the devil cannot affault a believer 


* with a temptation more dangerous.” Anda little after he 
faith, that “ it is fo much the deadlier, by how much com- 
* moner it is than any other. So ordinary is this temptation, 
** that he who is at all times free from it, is a rare man ;” 
[we are to conceive, that he fpeaketh of thofe who hold ab- 
folute reprobation] “ and fo dangerous it is, that if it get 
“ ftrength, he who is under it, is either miferably torment- 
“ed, or mightily aflonifbed.” And a little after he faith 
again: “ He that will not wreck his foul,’ muft avoid this 
* rock.” 

Bucer alfo faith, “* This doubt, whether we be predeftinate 
“ or no, muft be repelled, as the head of every pernicious 
“temptation: for he that doubteth of this, cannot believe 
* that he is called or juftified, that is, he cannot be a chrifti- 
“an. Every man, therefore, muft prefume upon it, as a 
* priaciple of his faith, that he is eleéted.” And this very 
fpeech of Bucer’s, Zanchius maketh ufe of tothe fame pur- 
pofe. 

We fee, then, by thefe teflimonies, that this temptation 
is very dangerous and ordinary too, to fuch as think there 
are abfolute reprobates. 

e This truth will further appear by the example of Petrus 
Tlofuanus, a {chool-mafter in Hungary, who going to hang 
himfelf, fignified in a writing, which he left in his ftudy, the 
true caufe of that his unnatural a€t. In that writing he deliver- 
ed ar three things : 

That he was ef Calinn’s and St. - Aufl’ s opinion, that 
men are not dealt with according to their works, good or evil; 
but there are more hidden caufes of men's eternal con- 
ditions. 

2. That he was one of that woful company of abfolute re- 
probates, a w/l prepared to difhonour ; and that, therefore, 
though his lite had been none of the worit, he could not poffi- 
bly be faved. 

3. ha being unable to bear thofe dreadful apprehenfions 
of wrath, he hanged himilelf, Thefe are fome of his lah 

words 
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words there recorded: “ I go to thofe infernal lakes, an eter. 
“ nal reproach to my country. I commend you to GOD, 
“ whofe mercy is denied to me.” 


End of the Abfolute Decree of Damnation difproved. 
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SERMON XVL 
On 1 CORINTHIANS Xii. 31. 


Covet earncfily the beftgifts; and yet I fhew unto you a move 


excellent way. 


a. JN the preceding verfes St. Paul has been fpeaking 

of the extraordinary gifts of the Hely Ghoft: fuch 
as healing the fick, prophefying in the proper fenfe of the 
word, that is, foretelling things to come, fpeaking with 
ftrange tongues, fuch as the fpeaker had never learned, and 
the miraculous interpretation of tongues. And thefe gifts the 
apoftle allows to be defirable: yea, he exhorts the Corin- 
thians, at leaft the teachers among them (to whom chiefly, 
if not folely, they were wont to be given in the firft ages 
of the church) to covet them earnefily, that thereby they 
might be qualified to be more ufeful either to chriflians or 
heathens. And yet, fays he, I fhew unto you a more excel- 
lent way, far more defirable than all thefe put together: in- 
afmuch as it will infallibly lead you to happinefs, Loth in 
this world and in the world to come: whereas you might 
have all thofe gifts, yea, in the higheft degree, and yet be 
miferable both in time and eternity. 

2. lt does not appear, that thefe extraordinary gifts of 
the Holy Ghoft were common in the church for more than 
two or three centuries. We feldom hear of them after 
that fatal p@riod, when the emperor Conflantinz called himfelf 
a chriflian; and frém a vain imagination of promoting the 

. chriflian 
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chriftian caufe thereby, heaped riches, and power, and ho- 
nour, upon chriftians in general; but in particular, upon the 
chriftian clergy. From this time they almoft totally ceafed 
very few inftances of the kind were found. The caufe of 
this was not (as has been vulgarly fuppofed) ‘ becaufe there 
“was no more occafion for them;” becaufe all the world was 
become chriftians. This is a miferable miftake: not a 
twentieth part of it was then even nominally chriflians. 
The real caufe was, the love of many, almoft of all chrifti- 
ans, fo called, was waxed cold. The chriftians had no 
more of the Spirit of Chriftthan the other heathens. The 
Son of man, when he came to examine his church, could 
hardly find faith upon earth. This was the real caufe, why 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft were no longer 
to be found in the chriftian church; becaufe the chrifliins 
were turned heathens again, and had only a dead form left. 

3. However I would not at prefent {peak of thefe, of 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft, but of the ordi- 
nary: and thefe likewife we may covet carnefily, in ordex 
to be more ufeful in our generation. With this view we 
may covet “ the gift of convincing fpeech,” in order to 
* found the unbelieving heart:” and the gift of per/uafon 
to move the affeétions, as well as enlighten the underftand- 
ing. We may covet knowledge, both of the word and of 
the works of GOD, whether of providence or grace. We 
may defire a meafure of that faith, which on particular oc- 
cafions, wherein the glory of GOD, or the happinefs of 
men is nearly concerned, goes far beyond the power of 
natural caufes. We may defire an eafy clocution, a plea- 
fing addrefs, with refignation to the will of our Lord; yea, 
whatever would enable us, as we have opportunity, to 
be ufeful wherever we are. Thefe gifts we may innocent- 
ly defire: but there 1s a more excellent way. 

4. The way of love, of loving all men for GOD’s fake, 
of humble, gentle, patient love, is that which the apoftle {9 
admirably defcribes in the enfuing chapter. And without 
this, he affures us, all eloquence, all knowledge, all faith, 
all works, and all fuflerings, are of nq@ more value in the 
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fight of GOD, than founding brafs or a rumbling fymbal: 
and are not of the leaft avail, toward our eternal falvation. 
Without this, all we know, all we believe, all we do, all 
we fuffer, will profit us nothing in the great day of account. 

5. But at prefent I would take a different view of the 
text, and point out a more excellent way in another fenfe. 
It is the ebfervation of an ancient writer, that there have 
been from the beginning two orders of chriftians. The 
one lived an innocent life, conforming in all things not 
finful, to the cuftoms and fafhions of the world, doing ma- 
ny good works, abftaining from grofs evils, and attending 
the ordinances of GOD. They endeavoured in general to 
have a confcience void of offence in their outward behavi- 
our, but did not aim at any particular ftrittnefs, being in 
moft things like their neighbours. The other fort of chrif- 
tians not only abftained from all appearance of evil, were 
zealous of good works in every kind, and ajtended all the 
ordinances of GOD; but likewife ufed all diligence to at- 


tain the whole mind that was in Chrift, and laboured to_ 


walk in every point, as their beloved Mafter. In order to 
this, they walked in a conftant courfe of univerfal felf-denial, 
trampling on every pleafure which they were not divinely 
confcious prepared them for taking pleafurein GOD. They 
took up their crofs daily. They ftrove, they agenized with. 
Out intermiffion, to enter in at the ftrait gate. This one thing 
they did; they fpared no pains to arrive at the fummit of chrif- 
ftian holinefs: leaving the firft principles of the doGrine of Chrift, 
to go on to perfection: to know all that love of GOD whick 
paffeth knowledge, and to be filled with all the fuine/s of GOD. 
6. From long experience and obfervation I am inclined 

to think, that whoever finds redemption in the blood of 
Jefus, whoever is juflified, has then the choice of walking 
in the higher or the lower path. I believe, the Holy Spi- 
rit at that time fets before him the more excellent way, 
and incites him to walk therein, to chufe the narroweft 
path in the narrow way, to afpire after the heights and 
depths of holinefs, after the entire image of GOD. But 
if he does not atcept this offer, he ipfenfibly declines into 
the 
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the lower order of chriftians, He ftill goes on in what 
may be called a- good way, ferving GOD in his degree, 
and finds mercy in the clofe of life, through the blood 
of the covenant. 

7. I would be far from quenching the fmoaking flax, 
from difcouraging thofe that ferve GOD in a low degree, 
But I would not wilh them tg flop here: I would enccu- 
rage them to come up higher: without thundering hell and 
damnation in their ears, without condemning the way where- 
in they were, telling them it is the way that leads to de- 
firuftion. I will endeavour to point out to them, what i9 
in every refpeét a more excellent way. 

8: Let it be well remembered, I do not affirm, that all 
Who do not walk in this way, are in the high road to hell. 
But thus much I| muft affirm, they will not have fo high a 
place in heaven, as they would have had, if they had choe 
fen the better part: and will this be a {mall lois? The have 
ing fo many fewer flars in your crown of glory! Will it be 
a little thing to have a lower place than you might have had 
in the kingdom of your Father? Certainly there will be no 
forrow in heaven: there all tears will be wiped from our 
eyes. But if it were poflible grief could enter there, we 
fhould grieve at that irreparable lofs! Irreparable then, but 
fiot now! Now by the grace of GOD, we may chufe the 
more excellent way. Let us now compare this in a few 
particulars, with the way wherein moft chriflians walk. 

I. To begin at the beginning of the day. It is the man: 
ner of the generality of chriflians, if they are not obliged 
to work for their living, ¢o rife, particularly in winter, at 
eight or nine in the morning, after having lain in bed eight 
or nine, if not more hours. I do not fay now (as | fhould 
have been very apt to do fifty years ago) that all who in- 
dulge themfelves in this manner, are in the way to hell. 
But neither can I fay, they are in the way to heaven, de- 
nying themfelves, and taking up their crofs daily. Sure I 


am, there is a more excellent way, to promote health both , 


of body and mind. From an obfervation of more than 


fixty years, I have learnt, that men im health require at 
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#n average, from fix to feven hours’ fleep ; and healthy wo- 
men a little more, from feven to eight, in four and twenty 
hours. I know this quantity of fleep to be moft advanta- 
geous to the body as well as the foul. It is preferable to 
any medicine which I have known, both for preventing and 
removing nervous diforders. It is therefore undoubtedly 
the moft excellent way, in defiance of fafhion and cuflom, 
to take juft fo much fleep, as experience proves our nature 
to require : feeing this is indifputably moft conducive both 
to bodily and fpiritual health. And why fhould not you 
walk in this way ? Becaufe it is difficult ?. Nay, with men 
it is impoffible. But all things are poffible with GOD ; and 
by his grace, all things will be poffible to you. Only con- 
\tinue inftant in prayer, and you will find this, not only pof- 
fible, but eafy: yea, and it will be far eafier, to rife early 
*conftantly, than to do it fometimes. But then you muft be- 
gin at the right énd, if you will rife early, you mutt fleep 
early. Impofe it upon yourfelf, unlefs when fomething ex- 
traordinary occurs, to go to bed ata fixed hour. Then, the 
difficulty of it will be foon over; but the advantage of it 
will remain for ever. 

II. The generality of chriftians as foon as they rife, are 
accuftomed to ufe fome kind of prayer : and probably to ufethe 
fame form ftill, which they learned when they were eight 
or ten years old. Now I do not condemn thofe who pro- 
ceed thus, (though "many do,) as mocking GOD; though 
they have ufed the fame form without any variation, for 
twenty or thirty years together. But furely there is a more 
excellent way of ordering our private devotions. What if you 
were to follow the advice given by that great and good man, 
Mr. Law, on this fubje& ? Confider both your outward and 
inward ftate, and vary your prayers accordingly. For in- 
fiance: fuppofe your outward ftate is profperous: fuppofe 
you are in a ftate of health, eafe and plenty, having your 
Jot caft among kind relations, good neighbours, and agreea- 
ble friends, that love you, and you them: then your out- 
ward flate manifeftly calls for praife and thank{yiving to 
GOD. On the other hand, if you are ima ftate of adver- 
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fity ; if GOD has laid trouble upon your loins ; if you are 
in poverty, in want, in outward diftrefs ; if you are in any 
imminent danger; if you are im pain and ficknefs : then you 
are Clearly called to pour out your foul before GOD, in fuch 
prayer as is fuited to your circumftances. In like manner 
you may fuit your devotions to your inward flate, the prefent 
ftate of your mind. Is your foul in heavinels, either from 
a fenfe of fin, or through manifold temptations? then let your 
prayer confift of fuch confeffions, petitions, and fupplicati- 
ons, as are agreeable to your diftreffed fituation of mind. 
On the contrary, is ‘your foul in peace? Are you rejoicing 
in GOD? are his confolations not fmall with you? Then 
fay with the pfalmift, Thou art my GOD, and 1 will thank 
thee: thou art my GOD, and I will pravfe thee. You may 
likewife when you have time, add to your other devotions, 
a little reading and meditation: and perhaps a pfalm of 
praife, the natural effufion of a thankful heart. You muft 
certainly fee, that this is a more excellent way than the poor, 
dry form which you ufed before. 

lI. 1. The generality of chriftians, after ufing fome 
prayer, ufually apply themfelves to the bu/ine/s of their call- 
ing. Every man that has any pretence to be a chriftian, 
will not fail to do this: feeing it is impoffible that an 
idle man ¢an be a good man: floth being inconfiftent with 
religion. But with what view? For what end do you un- 
dertake ahd follow your worldly bufinefs? “ To provide 
things neceffary for myfelf and my family.” It is a good 
anfwer, as far as it goes; but it does not go far enough. 
For a Turf or a heathen goes fo far; does his work for the 
very fame ends. Buta chriftian may go abundantly farther ; 
his end in all his labour is, to pleafe GOD; to do, not his 
own will, but the will of him that fent him into the world, 
for this very purpofe, to do the will of GOD on earth, as 
angels do in heaven. He works for eternity. He /abours, 
not for the meat that perifheth : this is the {malleft part’of his 
motive ; but for that which endureth to everlafting fe. And 
is not this a more excellent way? 


2. Again. 
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2, Again, In what manner do you tranfaét your worldly 
bufinefs ? I truft, with diligence ; whatever your hand find- 
eth to do, doing it with your might: in juftice, rendéring 
to all their due, in every circumftance of life: yea, and in 
mercy, doing unto every man, what you would, he fhould 
do unto you. ‘This is well: but a chriftian is called to go 
ftill farther ; to add piety to juftice ; to intermix prayer, 
efpecially the prayer of the heart, with all the labour of his 
hands. Without this, all his diligence and juftice only fhew 
him to be an koneft heathen ; and many there are who pro- 
fefs the chriftian religion, that go no farther than honeft hea- 
thenifm. 

3. Yet again. In what /frit do you go through your 
bufinefs ? In the fpirit of the world, or the Spirit of Chrift ? 
Lam afraid thoufands of thofe who are called good chriftians, 
do not underfland the queftion, H you aét in the Spirit of 
Chrift, you carry the end yoy at firft propofed, through all 
your work from firft to laf, You do every thing in the fpi- 
rit of facrifice, giving up your will to the will of GOD, 
and continually aiming, not at eafe, pleafure, or riches, not 
at any thing this fhort-enduring world can give; but mere- 
ly at the glory of GOD. Now can any one deny, that 
this is the moft excellent way pf purfuing worldly bufinefs ? 

IV. 1. But thefe tenements of clay which we bear about 
us, require conftant reparation, or they will fink into the 
earth from which they were taken, even fooner than na- 
ture requires. Daily food is neceffary to prevent this, to 
repair the conflant decays of nature. It was common in 
the heathen world, when they were about to ufe this, to 
take meat or even drink, “bare pateram Jovi, to pour out 
a little to, the honour of their god: although the gods of 
the heathens were but devils, as the apoftle juftly obferves. 
** It feems,” fays a late writer, ‘ there-was once fome fuch 
cuftom as this in our own country. For we ftill frequent- 
ly fee a gentleman before he fits down to dinner in his own 
houfe, holding his hat before his face, and perhaps feeming 
to fay fomething : though he generally does it in fuch a 
manner, that no one can tell whathe fays.” Now whatif 
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inftead of this, every head of a family, before he fat down 
to eat and drink, either morning, noon, or night, (for the 
reafun of the thing is the fame at every hour of the day) was 
ferioufly to afk a blefling from GOD, on what he was about 
to take: Yea, and afterward, ferioufly to return thanks to 
the Giver of all his blefings. Would not this be a more 
excellent way, than to ufe that dull farce, which is worfe 
than nothing, being in reality no other than a mockery botlt 
of GOD and man? 

2. As to the quantity of their food, good fort of men do 
not ufually eat to excefs; at leaft not fo far as to make 
themfelves fick with meat, or to intoxicate themfelves with 
drink. And as to the manner of taking it, it is ufually in- 
nocent, mixt with a little mirth, which is faid to help di- 
geftiov. So far, fo good. And provided they take only 
that meafure of plain, cheap, wholefome food, which moft 
promotes health of body and mind, there will be no caufle 
of blame. Nenther can I require you to take that advice of 
Mr. Herbert, though he was a good man : 


* Take thy meat: think it dufl: then eat a bit, 
And¢fay with all, earth to earth I commit.” 


This is too melancholy: it dogs not fuit with that cheer. 
fulnefs, which is highly proper at a chriftian meal. Permit 
me to iMuftrate this fubjeét with a hiutle ftory. The king of 
france one day purfuing the chace, outrode all his com- 
pany, who after feeking him fome time, found him fitung 
in a cottage eating bread and cheefe. Seeing them, he 
cried out, Where have I lived all my time ? I never before 
talted fo good food in my life! * Sire,” faid one of them, 
“you never had fo good fauce before; for you were never 
hungry.” Now it is true, Hunger is a good fauce ; but 
there is one that is better fill; that is, Thankfulnefs. Sure 
that is the moft agreeable food, which is feafoned with this. 
And why fhould not yours at every meal? You need not 
then fix your eye on death; but receive every morfel as @ 
pledge of life eternal. The Author of your being gives 
you in this food, not only a reprieve from death, but an 
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earnefi, that in a little time death thall be fwellowed up in 
viclory. 

V. The time of taking our food is ufually a time of con- 
verfation a\fo: as it is natural, to refrefh our minds while 
we refreth our bodies. Let us confider a little, in what 

‘ manner the generality of chriftians ufually converfe together, 
What are the ordinary fubjetis of their converfation ? If it 
is harmiefs {as one would hope it is) if there be nothing in 
it profane, nothing immodeft, nothing untrue, or unkind: 
if there be no tale-bearing, backbiting of evil-fpeaking, they 
have reafon to praife GOD for his reftraining grace. But 
there is more than this unplied, in ordering our conver/atron 
aright, In order to this 1 is needful, firft, That your com- 
munication, that is, difcourfe or converfation, be good, that 
it be materially good, on good fubjeéls ; not fluttering about 
any thing that occurs. For what have you to do with courts 
and kings? It is not your bufinefs to ‘ 


“ Fight o’er their wars, reform the fate,” 


unlefs-when fome remarkable event calls for the acknow- 
ledgment of his juftice or mercy. You muf indeed fome- 
times talk of worldly things ; otherwife we may as well go 
out of the world. But it fhould only be fo far as is needful: 
then we fhould return to a better fubjett. Secondly, let 
your converfation be to the ufe of edifying ; calculated ta 
edily either the fpeaker, or the hearers, or both ; to build 
them up, as each has particular need, either in faith, or love, 
or holinefs: Thirdly, fee that it not only gives entertain- 
ment, but in one kind or another, miniflers grace to the 
Acarers. Now is not this a more excellent way of conver- 
Jing, than the harmlefs way above-mentioned ? 

VI, One point only remains to be confidered ; that is the 
ufe of money. What is the way wherein the generality of 
chriftians employ this ? and is there not a more excellent 
way? 

1. The generality of chriftians afually fet apart fomething 
yearly, perhaps atenth or even one-eighth part of their in- 
come, whether it arife from yearly revenue, os from trade, 
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for charitable ufes. A few I have known, who faid like 
Zaccheus, “ Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor.” 
O that it would pleafe GOD to multiply thofe friends of 
mankind, thofe general benefactors ! But, 

2. Befides thofe who have a ftated rule, there are thou, 
fands who give large fums to the poor: efpecially when any 
firiking inftance of diftrefs is reprefented to them in lively 
colours. 

3. I praifle GOD for all of you who aé& in this manner. 
May you never be weasy of well-doing! May GOD reftore 
what you give feven-fold into your own bofom! But yet I 
fhew unto youa more excellent way. 

4. You may confider yourfelf as one in whofe hands the 
Proprietor of heaven and earth and all things therein, has 
lodged a part of his goods, to be difpofed of according to 
his direftian. And his direétion is, that you fhould look 
upon yourfelf as one of a certain number of indigent perfons, 
who are to be provided for out of that portion of his goods, 
wherewith you are entrufted. You have two advantages. 
over the refi: the one, that a 2s more bleffed to give than 
to receive; the other, that you are to ferve yourfelf, firft : 
and others afterwards, This is the light wherein you are to 
fee yourfelf and them. But to be more particular, firft, if 
you have no family, after you have provided for yourfelf, 
give away all that remains: fo that 


“ Each Chriftmas your accounts may clear, 
And wind your bottom round the year.” 


This was the practice of all the young men at Ox/ord, who 
were called Methodifis, For example. One of them had 
thirty pounds a year. He lived on twenty-eight, and gave 
away forty fhillings. The next year receiving fixty pounds, he 
ftill lived on. twenty-eight, and gave away two and. thirty, 
The third year he received ninety pounds, and. gave away 
fixty-two. The fourth year he received an hundred and 
twenty pounds. Still he lived as before on twenty-eight ; 
and gave to the poor ninety-two. Was not this a more ex- 
cellent way? Secondly, if you have a family, ferioufly con- 
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fider before GOD, how much each member of it wants, in 
order to have what is needful for life and godlinefs. And 
in general, do not allow them lefs, nor much more than you 
allow yourfelf. Thirdly, this being done, fix your purpofe, 
to “ gain no more.” I charge you in the name ot GOD, 
do not increafe your fubftance ! as it comes daily or yearly, 
fo let it go: otherwife you Jay up treafures upon earth. 
And this our Lord as flatly forbids, as murder and adultery. 
By doing it, therefore, you would freafure up to yourfelves 
wrath againft the day of wrath, and revelation of the righte- 
ous judgment of GOD. 

5- But fuppofe it were not forbidden, how can you, on 
principles of reafon, {pend your money in a way, ‘which 
GOD may poffibly forgive, inftead of {pending it in a man- 
ner which he will certainly reward? You will have no re- 
ward in heaven, for what you /ay up: you will, for what 
you Jay out: every pound you put into the,earthly bank, is 
funk: it brings no intereft above. But every pound you 
give to the poor, is put into the bank of heaven. And it 
will bring glorious intereft: yea, and fuch as will be accu- 
mulating to all eternity. 

6. Who then is a wife man, and endued with knowledge 
among you! Let him refolve this day, this hour, this mo- 
ment, the Lord affifting him, to chufe in all the preceding 
particulars the more excellent way: and let him fteadily keep 
it, both with regard to fleep, prayer, work, food, and con- 
verfation : and particularly, with regard to the employment 
of that important talent, money. Let your heart anfwer to 
the call of GOD, “ From this moment, GOD being my 
helper, I will lay up no more treafure upon earth: this one 
thing I will do, I will lay up treafure in heaven: I will 
render unto GOD the things that are GOD’s: I wil! give 
him all my goods and all my heart.” 
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An EXTRACT 





Of the Revi. Mr. JOHN WESLEY ’s Journat, 
From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ift, 1739. 


(Continued from page 131.] 


UNDAY, Fuly 10. I adminiftered the Lord's fupper at 

the Caftle. At one I expounded at Mr. Fox’s, as ufual, 

The great power of GOD was with us, and one who had 

been in defpair feveral years, received a witnefs that the 
was a child of GOD; 

Monday 11: Hearing Mr. Whitefield was arrived from 
Georgia, I haftenedto London; and on Tuefday 12, GOD 
gave us once more to take {weet counfel together. 

Friday 15. I preached at St. Antholine’s. 

Saturday 16. One who had examined humfelf by the re» 
flections wrote O4. 14, made the following obfervations on 
the ftate of his own foul. 

1. I judge thus of myfelf. But I feel it not. Theres 
fore there is in me ftill, the old heart of ftone. 

2. I judge thus of happinefs. . But I ftill hanker after 
creature-happinefs, My foul is almoft continually running 
out after one creature or another, and émagining How hap- 
py fhould I be in fuch or fuch a condition. I have more 
pleafure in eating and drinking, and in the company of thofe 
I love, than I have in GOD. I have a relifh for earthly 
happinefs. I have not a relifh for heavenly. J /avour 
( gerd ) the things of men, not the things of GOD. There- 
fore there is in me ftill the carnal heart, the Qgivnua cagndse 

g. I judge thus of holinefs. But I know it not. I know 
noi (by experience) what the life of GOD means. | Indeed 
I fee neither myfelf, nor happinefs nor holinefs, but by a 
natural light, acquired in a natural way, by converfing, 
reading and meditation. I have not {piritual light. I have 
not the fupernatural light. Iam not taught of GOD. 
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I fpeculatively know, what light is; and I fee the light 
of faith, juft as that man fees the light of the fun, on whofe 
clofed eyes the fun fhines. But I want the Holy Ghoft to 
open my eyes, that I may fee all things clearly. — 

Therefore the eyes of my undérftanding are not yet open. 
ed, but the old veil is fill upon my heart. 

II. “ This is the defign of my life.” But a thoufand lit- 
tle defigns are daily ftealing into my foul. This is my u/tz- 
mate delign : but intermediate defigns are continually creeping 
in upon me ; defigns (though often difguis’d) of pleafing my- 
felf, of doing my own will; defigns wherein, I do not eye 
GOB, at leaft, not him fingly. 

Therefore, my eye is not yet fingle; but I am ftill of a 
double heart. 

Ill. Are my defires new? Not all. Some are new, 
fome old. Not any properly; but partly new and partly 
eld. My defires are like my defigns. My great defire is, 
To have Chrift formed in my heart by faith. But little de- 
fires are daily ftealing into my foul. And fo my great hopes 
and fears have refpeéttoGOD. But a thoufand little ones 
¢reep in between them. 

Again ; my defires, paffions and inclinations in general 
are mixt; having fométhing of Chrift, and fomething of 
earth. I love you, for inftance. But my love is only part- 
ly fpiritual, and partly natural. Something of my own cleaves 
to that which is of GOD. Nor can I divide the earthly 
part from the heavenly. 

Therefore I am not pure in heart. But herein mani- 
feftly appears, that 1 am not a new creature. 

Sunday 17. 1 preached in the afternoon at J/lington: In 
the evening at St. Swzthin’s; for the laft time. Sunday 24. 
I preached at Great St. Bartholomew’s in the morning, and 
at IJ/lington in the afternoon; where we had the bleffed 
facrament every day this week, and were comforted on eve- 
ry fide. 

Wednefday 27. 1 preached at Bafhing-fhaw church: Sun- 
day 31. to many thoufands, in St. George’s, Spitile-Fields. 


And to a yet more crouded congregation at Whitechapel, 
Vout. I, 4 i 


in 












































































































































































178 THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY. 


in the afternoon, I declared thofe glad tidings (O that they 
would know the things which make for their peace!) J will 
heal their back/lding: I will love them freely. 

Monday, January 1, 1739. Mr. Hall, Kinchin, Ingham, 
Whitefield, Hutchins, and my brother Charles, were prefent 
at our love-feaft in Fetter-Lane, with about fixty of our bres 
thren. About three in the morning, as we were continu- 
ing inftant in prayer, the power of GOD came mightily up- 
on us, infomuch that many cried out for exceeding joy, 
and many fell tothe ground. As foon as we were recover- 
ed a little from that awe and amazement at the prefence of 
his majefty, we broke out with one voice, We prasje thee 0 
GOD; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

Thurfday 4.-One who had had the form of godlinefs many 
years, wrote the following reflections: 

““ My friends affirm J am mad, becaufe I faid J was not 
a chriftian a year ago. affirm, I amnota chriftian now. 
Indeed what I might have been I know not, had I been 
faithful to the grace then given, when expeéting nothing 
lefs, I received fuch a fenfe of the forgivenefs of my fins, 
as till then I never knew. But that I am not a chriftian at 
this day, I as affuredly know, as that Jefus is the Chrift. 

“ For a chriftian is one who has the fruits of the Spirit of 
Chrift, which (to mention no more) are love, peace, joy. 
But thefe I have not. I have not any loveof GOD. Ido 
not love either the Father or the Son. Do you afk, how 
do I know, whether I love GOD? I anfwer by another 
queftion, How do you know, whether you love me? Why, 
‘as you know, whether’ you are hot or cold. You feel this 
moment, that you do or do not love me. And I feel this 
moment, I do not love GOD; which therefore, I know, 
becaufe 1 feel it. There is no word more proper, moré 
‘ clear, or more ftrong. 

“ And I know it alfo by St. Zohn’s plain rule, Zf any 
man love the world, the love of the Father 1s not in him. For 
I love the world. I defire the things of the world, fome or 
other of them, and have done all my life. I have always 
placed fome part of my happinefs in fome or other of the 
things 
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things that are feen, Particularly in meat and drink, and 
in the company of thofe I loved. My defire, if not in a 
grofs and lufiful, yet ina more fubtle and refined manner, 
has been almoft continually running out towards this or that 
perfon. For many years I have been, yea and ftill am, 
hankering after a happinefs, in loving, and being loved by 
one or another. And in thefe I have from time to time ta- 
ken more pleafure thanin GOD. Nay I do fo at this day, 
} often afk my heart, when I amin company with one that 
I love, “ dol take more delight in you or in GOD?” And 
cannot but anfwer, an you, For intruth, I do not delight 
in GOD at all. Therefore I am fo far from loving GOD 
with all my heart, that whatever I love at all, 1 love more 
than GOD. So that all the love I have, is flat idolatry. 

« Again; joy in the Holy Ghoft Ihave not. I have now 
and then fome ftarts of joy in GOD: but it is not that joy. 
For it is not abiding. Neither is it greater than I have had 
on fome worldly occafions. So that I can in no wife be 
faid to rejoice evermore; much lefs to rejowce with joy unfpeak- 
able and full of glory. 

“ Yet again; I have not the peace of GOD; that peace, 
peculiarly fo called. ‘The peace I have may be eafily ac- 
counted for on natural principles. I have health, ftrength, 
friends, a competent fortune, and a compofed cheerful tem. 
per. Who would not have a fort of peace in fuch circum. 
ftances? but I have none which can with any truth or pro- 
priety be called, a peace which paffeth all underftanding. 
From hence I conclude (and let all the faznts of the world 
hear, that wherein foever they boaft, they may be found 
even as 1)though I have given, and do give all my goods to 
feed the poor, 1 am not achriftian. Though I have endu- 
red hardhip, though I have in all things denied myfelf and 
taken up my crofs, I am nota chriftian. My works are 
nothing, my fuffegings are nothing; I have not the fruits of the 
Spirit of Chrift. Though I have conftantly ufed all the 
means of grace, for twenty years, I am not a chriftian. 
Yea though I have all (other) faith ; fince I have not that 

Lasth which pursficth the heart. Verily, verily I fay uato 
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you, 1 mu/t be born again. For except 1 and you be borm 
again, we cannot fee the kingdom of GOD.” 

Wednefday 10. 1 preached at Bafing-/haw church. Sat. 
13. I expounded to a large company at Beach-lane. Sund. 
14. After preaching at J/angton, 1 expounded twice at Mt. 
Sims's, in the Minories. 

. Wednefday 17. 1 was with two perfons, who I doubt are 
properly enthufiafls. For, firft, they think to attain the end 
without the means, which is enthufiaf/m, properly fo called. 
Again, they think themfelves infpired by GOD, and are not. 
But falfe, imaginary infpiration is enthufiafm. That theirs is 
only imaginary infpiration appears hence, it ¢ontradiéts the 
Jaw and the teftimony. 

Sunday 21. We were greatly fuprized in the evening, 
while I was expounding in the Minories. A well-dreft, mid- 
dle-aged woman, fuddenly cried out, as in the agonies of 
death. She continued fo to do for fome time, with all 
the figns of the fharpeft anguifh of fpirit. When the wag 
a little recovered, I defired her to call upon me the next day. 
She then told me, thatabout three years before, fhe was un- 
der ftrong conviétions of fin, and in fuch a terror of mind, 
that fhe had no comfort in any thing, nor any reft, day or 
night : that fhe fent for the minifier of her parifh, and told 
him the diftrefs fhe was in: upon which he told her hufband 
fhe was ftark mad, and advifed him to fend for a phyfician 
immediately. A phyfician was fent for accordingly, who 
ordered her to be blooded, bliftered, and fo on. But this 
did not heal her wounded fpirit. So that the continued 
much as fhe was before ; tit] the laft night, he whofe words 
fhe at firft found, to be fharper than any two-edged fword, 
gave her a faint hope, that he would undertake her caufe, 
and heal the foul which had finned againf{ Him. 

Thurfday 25. 1 baptized Fokn Smith, (ate an Anabaptift) 
and four other adults at Jfzngton. Of the adults 1 have 
known haptized lately, one only was at that time born again, 
in the higher fenfe of the word, that is, found a thorough, 
inward change, by the love of GOD thed abroad im der 
hed. Moft of them were only bern egain im a lower 

fenfe, 
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fenfe, 1. ¢. received the remiffion of their fins. And fome 
(as it has fince too plainly appeared) neither in one fenfe nos 
the other. 

Sunday 28. 1 went (having. been long imporiuned there- 
to) about five in the evening, with four or five of my friends 
to a houfe where was one of thofe commonly called French 
prophets. After a time, fhe came in. She feemed about 
four or five and twenty, of an agreeable {peech and beha- 
vour. She afked, why we came? | faid, “ to try the {pi- 
rits, whether they be of GOD.” Prefently after the lean- 
ed back in her chair, and feemed to have ftrong workings 
in her breaft, with deep fighings intermixt. Her head, and 
hands, and, by turns, every part of her body feemed alfo 
to be in a kind of convulfive motion. This continued 
about ten minutes, till (at fix) fhe began to fpeak (though 
the workings, fighings and contortions of her body, were fo 
intermixt with her words, that fhe feldom {poke half a fen- 
tence together) with a clear, flrong v@ice, “ Father, thy 
“will, thy will be done. Thus faith the Lord, if of any of 
** you that is a father, his child afk bread, will he give him 
“a flone ? Ii he afk a fith, will he give him a fcorpion? 
** Atk bread of me, my children, and I will give you bread. 
“ I will not, will not give you a fcorpion, By this judge 
“ of what ye fhall now hear.” 

She fpoke much (all as in the perfon of GOD, and 
moltly in fcripture words (of the fulfilling of the prophefies, 
the coming of Chrift now at hand, and the {preading of the 
golpel over all the earth. Then the exhorted us not to be 
in hafte, in judging her {pirit, to be or nat to be of GOD; 
but to wait upon GOD, and he would teach us, if we con- 
ferred not with flefh and blood. She added, with many 
enforcements, that we mult watch and pray, and take up 
our crofs, and de fill before GOD.” 

Two or three of our company were much affefied, and 
beheved the fpoke by the Spirit of GOD. But this was 
in no wife clear to me, The motion might be ewher hyflerical 
or artificial. And the fame words any perfon of a good 
uaderilanding agd well verfed in the {cripiures might h 
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fpoken. But F let the matter alone: knowing this, that 
if ut be not of GOD, it will come to nought. 

Sunday, Feb. 4. 1 preached at St. Giles’s, on Whofoever 
believeth on me, out of his belly fhall flaw reers of doing 
water. How was the power of GOD proteatwith us! I 
am content to preach here no more. 

Friday 9. A note was given me at Wapping in (nearly) 
thefe words: 

SIR, 
< Parem prayers are defired for a child that is lunatich 

and fore vexed day and night, that our Lord would be 
pleafed to heal him, as he did thofe in the days of his flefh, 
and that he would give his parents faith and patience till his 
time 25 come. 
Tuefday 13. I received the following note. 

SIR, 

Return you heagty thanks for your prayers on Friday for 

my tortured § He grows worfe and worfe. I hope 
the nearer a Se E beg your prayers flill to our Re- 
deemer, who will cure him, or give us patience to bear the 
rod, hoping rt ts dipped in the blood of the Lamb. 

Sir, He w taken with grievous weeping, his heart beating 
as if it would beat through his ribs. He fwells ready to 
burft, fweats great drops, runs about beating and tearing 
himfelf. He bites and pinches me, fo that I carry his marks 
always on me. He lays his hands on the fire, ‘and flicks 
pins in his flefh. Thus he has been thefe five years. He is 
in his 11th year, a wonder of affithon: I -_ of mercy 
alfo, and that I fhall yet pra fe ham, whois my Redeemer and, 
my GOD 

Saturday 17. A few of us prayed with him; and from 
that time (as his parents fince informed us) he had more 
reft (although not a full deliverance) than he had had for 
two years before. 

Sunday 18. 1 was defired to preach at Sir George Wheeler's. 
chapel, in Spittle- Fields, morning and afternoon. I did fo 
in the morning, but was not fuffered to conclude my fube 
. a I had defigned) in the afternoon: a good remem- 

brance, 
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brance, that I fhould, if poffible, declare at every time, 
the whole counfel of GOD. 

Sunday 25. I preached in the morning to a numerous 
congregation, at St. Katherine’s, near the cower: at I/ling- 
ton in the afternoon. Many here were (as ufual) deeply 
offended. But the counfel of the Lord it fhall ftand. 

Friday, March . It was the advice of all our brethren, 
that I thould fpend a few days at Oxford; whither I accord- 
ingly went on Saturday 3. A few names I found here 
alfo, who had not denied the faith, neither been afhamed 
of their Lord, even in the midft of a perverfe generation. 
And every day we were together, we had convincing proof, 
fuch as it had not before entered into our hearts to con- 
ceive, that he is able to fave unto the uttermoft all that come 
unto GQD through him. 


. 


[Continued at page 225.) 
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[Continued from page 141.] 
4: sme i fays he, “ vifibly appointed me 


to that office, many years ago.” Is it any won- 
der then, that he fhould now be zn doubt, whether he did 
right in confining himfelf to one fpot? The more I refleé& 
upon it, the more I am convinced, he had great reafon io 
doubt of this. I can never believe it was the will of GOD, 
that fuch a burning and fhining light fhould be A:d und-r a 
bufhel. No: inftead ot being confined to a country village, 
it ought to have fhone in every corner of our Jafid. He 
was full as much called to found an alarm through all the 
mation as Mr. Whitefield himfelf. Nay, abundantly more 


fo: feeing he was far better qualified for that important 
work. He had a more ftriking perfon, equal a 
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ing, an equally winning addrefs; together with 4 richer flow 
of fancy, a ftronger underftanding: a far greater treafure 
of learning, both in languages, philofophy, philology; and 
divinity : and above all, (which I can fpeak with fuller .af- 
furance, becaufe I had a thorough knowledge both of one 
and the other) a more deep and conftant communion with the 
Father, and with his Son, Jefus Chrift. | 
5. And yet let not any one imagine, that I depreciate 
Mr. Whitefield, or undervalue the grace of GOD, and the 
extraordinary gifts, whieh his great mafter vouchfafed unto 
him. . I beheve he was highly favoured of GOD ; yea, that 
he was one of the moft eminent minifters, that has. appear- 
ed in England, ot perhaps in the world; during the prefent 
century. Yet I muft own, I have known many fully. equal 
to Mr. Whyefield, both in holy tempers and bolinefs of 
converfation : but one equal herein to Mr. Fletcher, I have 
not known, no not in a life of fourfcore years. | 
6. However having chofen, at leaft for the prefent, this nar- 
row field of a€tion, he was more and more abundant in his mi- 
nifterial labours, both in public and private ; not contenting 
himfelf with preaching, but vifiting his flock in every cor- 
ner of his parifh. And this work he attended to, early and 
late, whether the weather was fair or foul; regarding nei- 
ther heat nor cold, rain nor fnow, whether he was on horfe- 
back or on foot. But'this farther weakened his conftitution; 
which was ftill more effectually done, by his intenfe and un- 
interrupted ftudies : in which he frequently continued with- 
out f{carce any intermiffion, fourteen, fifteen, or fixteeen 
hoursa day. But ftill he did not allow himfelf fuch food, 
‘vas was neceflary to fuftain nature. He feldom took any 
regular meals, except he had company : otherwife twice or 
thrice in four and twenty hours, he ate fome .bread and 
cheefe, or fruit.. _Inftead of this, he fometimes took a 
draught of milk, and then wrote on again. When one re- 
proved him, for not affording himfelf a fufficiency of necef- 
fary food, he'replied, “ not allow, myfelf food ! why our food 
{eldom cofts my houfekeeper and me together Iefs than two 


ngs a week.” 
: 7. “On 
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¥. “ On the tenth of May, 1774, (fays Mr. Vaughan, 
to whom we are indebted for feveral of the preceding anec- 
dotes) he wrote to me thus. ‘ My brother has fent me 
the rent of a little place I have abroad, eighty pounds, which 
I was to receive from Mr. Chauvet and company, in London. 
But inftead of fending the draught for the money, I have 
fent it back to Switzerland, with orders to diftribute it 
among the poor. As money is rather higher there than 
here, that mite will go farther abroad than it would in my 
parith.” 

8. “ In 1776,” (proceeds Mr. Vaughan) “ he depofited 
with me a bill of one hundred and five pounds, being (as 
I underftood) the yearly produce of his eftate in Switzerland. 
This was his fund for charitable ufes : but it lafted only a few 
months, before he drew upon me for the balance, which 
was twenty-four pounds, to complete the Sa 
in Madeley-wood.” 

_ g- In the fame year, his health being more than ever 
impaired by a violent cough, accompanied with fpitting of 
blood (of which I had had large experience myfelf.) Having 
frequently feen the furprifing effe&ts of conftant exercife, to- 
gether with change of air: I told him, nothing was fo likely 
to reftore his health as a longjourney. I therefore propo- 
fed his taking a journey of fome months with me, through 
various parts of England and Scotland : telling him, “ When 
you are tired, or like it beft, you may come into my carri- 
age : but remembers, that riding on horfeback, is the beft of 
all exercifes for you, fo far as your ftrength will permit.” 
Hie looked upon this as a call from Providence, and very 
willingly accepted of the propofal. We fet out (as I am 
accuftomed to do) early in the fpring, and travelled by mo- 
derate journies, fuited to his ftrength, which gradually in- 
creafed, eleven or twelve hundred miles. When we re- 
turned to London, in the latter end of the year, he was con- 
fiderably better. And I verily believe, if he had travelled 
with me, partly in the chaife, and partly on horfeback, on- 
ly afew months longer, he would have quite recovered his 
health. But this thofe about him would not permit: fo be» 
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ing detained in London, by his kind, but injudicious friends, 
while I purfued my journies, his fpitting of blood with all 
the other {ymptoms returned, and rapidly increafed, tll the 
phyficians pronounced him to be far advanced in a true 


pulmonary confumption. 

10. It being judged quite improper for him to remain in 
London,—on Dec. 16, 1776, he retired to the houfe of a 
friend, Mr. Charles Greenwood (now with GOD) in Stoke- 
Newington. Here he had the advice of the moft eminent 
phyficians that London could afford. He was alfo ina good 
air, and had every convenience and every help which art 
could beftow. One of the family, of whom I inquired 
concerning this part of his life, gave me the following in- 
formation. 

11. “ Agreeably to your defire, I endeavour to recolleé 
fome particulars of Mr. Fletcher, during his abode at New- 
angion. 

“ When he firft came, he was, by Dr. Fothergill’s ad- 
vice, under the flritteft obfervance ot two things, reft and 
filence. Thefe, together with a milk diet, were fuppofed 
to be the only probable means of his recovery. In con- 
fequence of thefe dire€tions he fpoke exceeding little. If 
ever he {poke more than ufual, it did not fail to increafe his 
{pitting of blood : of which indeed he was feldom quite clear, 
although it was not violent. Therefore a great part of his 
time was {pent in being read to. But it was not poflible 
to reftrain him altogether from fpeaking. The fire which 
continually burned in his heart, many waters could not 
quench. It often burft out unawares. And then how did 
we wonder (like thofe who formerly heard his Lord) aé the 
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouta! He couid 
not have fuftained life, without fometimes giving yent to 
his heart. No penance could have appeared fo fevere a crofs 
to him, as to be debarred from fpeaking of, or to GOD. 
His natural vivacity, with his intenfe love of Jefus, conti- 
nually impelled him to fpeak. But on being reminded of 
his rule, with a cheerful fmile, he was all fubmiffion; con- 
fenting by figns only, to ftir up thofe about him to pray 


am@ praife ! 12. * Who. 
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12. “ Whoever has read Mr. Fletcher’s laft check to An- 
tinomianifm, and has had the privilege of obferving his 
foirit and conduét, will not feruple to fay, that he was a 
living comment on his own account of chriftian perfection. 
It is an alarming word which our Lord fpeaks ¢o the angel 
of the church of Sardis, I have not found thy works perfect 
before GOD. But as far as man.is able to judge, from the 
whole tenor of his behaviour, he did poffefs perfeét hu- 
mility, perfeét refignation, and perfeét love. Suitable to this 
was the teftimony concerning him, which was given in Lady 
Huntingdon’s chapel at Briflol, even by Mr. V. a gentle- 
man {trongly attached to thofe opinions, which Mr. Fletch- 
er thought it his duty to oppofe. ‘ I have enjoyed the pri- 
vilege of being feveral weeks under the fame roof with dear 
Mr. Fletcher. And during that time I have been greatly 
edified by his perfeét refignation to the will of GOD, and 
by being a witnefs to his exemplary condu& and uncommon 

race.” 

14. “* When he was able to converfe, his favourite fub- 
jek was, The promie of the Father, the gift of the Holy Choft, 
including that rich, peculiar blefling, of union with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, mentioned in that prayer of our Lord, 
which is recorded in the feventeenth chapter of St. John. 
Many were the fparks of living fire, which occafionally 
darted forth on this beloved theme. ‘ We mutt not be con- 
tent,” faid he, “ to be only cleanfed from fin: we mutt be 
filled with the Spirit.” One afking him, what was to be 
experienced, in the full accomplifhment of the promife? 
“ ©,” faid he, “ what fhall I fay ? All the {weetnefs of the 
drawings of. the Father; all the love of the Son; all the 
rich effufions of peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft, more than 
ever can be expreffed, zre comprehended here! To attain 
it, the Spivit maketh intercefhon in the foul, hke a GOD 
wreftling with a GOD!” 

14. * It wasin thefe favoured moments of converfe, that 
we found ina particular manner, the reward which is annex- 
ed to the recezweng a prophet in the name of a prophet. And 
in fome of thefe he occafionally mentioned feveral circum- 

ances, 
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ftances, which (as none knew them but himfelf} would 
otherwife have been buried in everlafting oblivion. 

“ One of thofe remarkable paflages was, “ In the begin- 
ning,” faid he, “ of my fpiritual courfe, I heard the voice 
of GOD in an articulate, but inexpreflibly awful found, 
go through my foul in thofe words, Jf any man will be my 
difciple, let him deny himfelf.” He mentioned another pe- 
cular manifeftation of a later date, “ in which,” faid he, 
*t I was favoured like Mofes, with a fupernatural difcovery 
of the glory of GOD, in an ineffable converfe with him, 
face to face, fo that whether I was then in the body, or 
out of the body, I cannot tell.” 

15. * At another time he faid, “ about the time of my 
entering imo the miniitry, 1 one evening wandered ito 
a wood, mufing on the importance of the office 1 was go- 
ing to undertake. I then began to pour out my foul in 
prayer: when fuch a feeling fenfe of the juftice of GOD 
fell upon me, and fuch a fenfe of his difpleafure at fin, as 
abforbed all my powers, and filled my foul with the ago- 
ny of prayer, for poor, loft finners. 1 continued therein 
till the dawn of day; and I confidered this as defigned of 
GOD, to imprefs upon me more deeply the meaning of 
thafe folemn words, Therefore Anowing the terrors of the 
Lord, we perfuade men.” 

16. “ The bleffed flate of his fouk continually maniiefled 
itfelf, by its overflowing good-will to all that came in his 
way. And yet his fpirit was fo deeply imprefied with thofe 
words, Nat as though I had already atiatned, that the vehe- 
mence ol his defire for a fuller mamifeflation of GOD, 
feemed fometimes to bordersupon unhappinefs. But his 
ardent foul only felt the full impreffion of thole words of 
the apofite, Forg: tting the things that are beatnd, and reach- 
eng forth unto thofe that axe before; I pre/s toward the mark, 
Jor the prize of the hgh calling of GOD an Chrifl Jesus. 

17. ** One end of his returning to Newington was, that 
he might hide himfelf from company. But this defign was 
m no wife anfwered; for company came from every fide. 
He was continually vifiicd by high and low, and by per- 


1005 





THE REVEREND JOHN FLETCHER. ig 


fons of various denominations: one of whom being afked, 
when he went away, what be thought of Mr, FietcAcr, faa, 
* | went to fee a man that had one foot in the grave; but | 
found a man that had one foot in heaven.” Among them 
that now vifited him, were feveral of his belowed and honour. 
ed opponents: to whom he confirmed his love (however 
roughly they had treated him) by the moft refpettiul and 
affectionate behaviour. But he did not give up any part 
of the truth, for which he had publicly contended: although 
fome (from whom one would have cxpetied better things) 
did not fcruple to afhrm the contrary. Thole of his par- 
ucular frends who vilited him here, will not ecafily forges 
bow he cxhaufted his whole foul, ia cfluhons of thanklul- 
nels; Mrs. Cartwright and CavendifA in particular, wih hw 
faithful and affectionate trend Mr. [reland, will remembes 
their interviews wih him. And thole of the family were 
almoh oppreiled by the outpourings of his love and gran. 
tude, whenever they thewed their love and care in the moR 
inconfiderable inflance. Yea, fo thanktul, wn proporuog 
would he be, to even the meanell fervant. 

18. “ It was not wihout fome difhculry, that Mr. Jres 
land at length prevailed upon bim to fu for bis pitture. 
While the lumner was drawing the outlines of ut, he was 
exhorung both him and all that were in the room, not 
only to get the outhaes drawn, but the colourings alfo of 
the image af Jefus on thei hearts. He bad a very remark. 
able facility, 1m making alluhons of this kind, wm raking 
fpiritual oblervauons from every accidental corcumfance ; 
im turning mens employments, plealures and pains ite 
means of edification; this he did, in order to engage the 
atienuion of the thoughtlefs, the more deeply to ha the at- 
tention of the thoaghttul; and to prevent the trithag away 
of ume in unprofitable converlauon, And fuch luce im- 


cidents as uled to pals away unnoyced by almoll any other 
perion, acquired trom Mr. Fletdlagy’s hac imagination @ 
kind of grace and dignity. To give an inilance Lerng 


ordered two let blood, while bw blood was running ito 
the cup, be took occalon w expetuate on the prectous 
bloed- 
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blood-theddirig of the Lamb of GOD. And even when he 
did not fpeak at all, the feraphic fpirit which beamed from 
his languid face, during thofe months of pain and weak- 
nefs, was 

“ A leéture filent, yet of fovereign ufe.” 

19. {But it is neceffary to be obferved, that this facili- 
ty of raifing ufeful obfervations from the moft trifling in- 
cidents was one of thofe peculiarities in him, which can- 
not be propofed to our imitation. In him it partly refult- 
ed from nature, and was partly a fupernatural gift. But 
what was becoming and graceful in Mr. Fletcher, would be 
difguftful almoft in any other. | 

20. “ One of thofe who vifited him at Newington, was 
Mr. William Perronet; a pious, fenfible and amiable young 
man, who was {natched hence in the bloom of youth. He 
often faid, the firft fight of Mr. Fletcher fixt an impreffion 
upon his mind, which never wore off, till it iffued in a 
real converfion to GOD, ever accompanied with a moft 
affeftionate regard for the inftrument of that happy change.” 

Soon after he left Newington, he wrote the following 
letter. 

May 28, 1777- 
To My dear friends and benefaftors, Charles and Mary 
Greenwood. 

My prayer fhall always be, that the merciful may find 
mercy, and that the great kindnefs 1 have found under your 
quiet roof, may be fhewed you every where under the ca- 
nopy of heaven. I think with grateful joy on the days of 
calm-retreat I have been bleft with at Newington, and la- 
ment my not having improved better the precious oppor- 
tunity, of fitting, Mary like, at the feet of my great phy- 
fician. May he requite your kind care of a dying worm, 
by abundantly caring for 90 and yours, and making all 
your bed in your fickgefs! May you enjoy full health! 
May you hunger and ‘ih after righteoufnefs, and be abun- 
dantly filled therewith ? May you fweetly reft in Chrift! 
May his protcttion be as a wail of fire, round ‘about you 
and vours! Mav his rod and ftaff comfort you, under al} 
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the troubles of life, the decays of the body, the affaults of 
the enemy, and the pangs of death! May you fland in the 
clefts of the Rock of Ages, and be fafely fheltered there, 
when all the ftorms of juftice blow around! And may you 
always have fuch fpiritual and temporal helps, friends and 
comforts, as I have found in your pleafing retreat. You 
have received a poor Lazarus, (though his fores were not 
vifible:) you have had compaffion, like the good Samari- 
tan: you have admitted me to the enjoyment of your beft 
things! And now what can I fay? What but thanks be to 
GOD for his unfpeakable gift: and thanks to. my dear 
friends for all their favours. They will, I truft, be found 
faithfully recorded in my breaft, when the great Rewarder 
of them that diligently feek him, will render to every man 
according to his works. And a raifed Lazarus fhall then 
appear in the gate, to teftify of the love of Charles and Ma- 
ry Greenwood, and their godly fifter! ’ 

I was a little better: but I now {pit blood, more than I 
have done for weeks paft. Glory be to GOD for every 
providence! His will be done in me, by health or ficknefs, 
life or death. All from him is, and I truft, will be wel- 
come to 


Your obliged penfioner, 
JOHN FLETCHER. 


CHAP. VI. 


From his leaving Newington, till his return from Switzerland 
to Madeley. 


te E continued with Mr. Greenwood at. Newington, up- 
wards of fifteen months. The phyficians then ad- 

vifed him to make a trial of the Hot,wedl water, neat Bri/tol. 
“ 1 was defired by Mr. and Mrs. nd, (who took him 
down in April 1777) fays Mifs Thornton, to bear them.com- 
pany thither, which I willingly did. Indeed 1 looked upon 
it asacall from GOD: nor cguld I defire a greater honour, 
than 
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than to fhare in the employment of angels, in miniftcring 
to a diftinguifhed heir of falvation. At Briflington, near 
Briftol, he continued in the fame holy, earneft courfe as at 
Newington. Every day he drank the Hot-well water, and 
it agreed with him well. So that he appeared to gather a 
little ftrength: though not fo fwiftly as was expeéted. And 
all the ftrength which he received, he laid out in labours 
of love: for the benefit of all thofe, rich or poor, whom 
Providence caft in his way. 

a. “ Whenever he was in company, it was his general 
method, fo far as his ftrength would admit, to pray parti- 
cularly for every perfon prefent. And from his habitual 
prayer, refulted that life and energy in his words, which 
every one that was bleft with his fociety felt more or lefs. 
Now and then likewife he adventured to pray in the family. 
But he was not wary enough in this. He more than once 
fo much exerted himfelf, that he was brought very low. As 
foon as he was well enough to write, he was intent upon 
finifhing two treatifes for the prefs.” The plan of reconcilia- 
tion, in particular, lay very near his heart. He longed 
to- conclude it before he died, which he wifhed to do, 
breathing peace to Feru/alem, and pointing out to the chil- 
dren of GOD, the moft probable means of effe&ting it—of 
uniting together in the bonds of peace and love, all the 
true minifters and followers of Jefus.” 

g. From Briftol he wrote to a friend thus: “ I thank 
GOD, I am not afraid of any evil tidings: my heart fland- 
eth faft, believing in the Lord; and defiring him to do 
with me juft what pleafes him. With refpeé to my body, 
my phyfician hopes I fhall do well. And fo I hope and 
believe too. For health or ficknefs, life or death, is beft 
when the Lord fends it. 


( a at page 235.) 
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From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 






















[Continued from Page 146.] 
ATURDAY, uly 4. Went to Burlington. in order to 


attend the execution of one Smart, a murderer; and de- 
elared to a great number-of people wider the goal-wall— 
He healeth the broken in heart.. The poor criminal appears 
ed penitent, behaved with great folidity and exprefled a de- 
fire to leave the world. 
Then returned to Philadelphia, gave an exhortation thag 
night, and found the Lord’s day .a day of fweet peace. __ 
Monday 6. Set out for Burlington again, .and. {pent 
three days labouring among them. Many feemed such 
Mirred up to feek the kingdom of GOD, 
Thurfday 9. Returned, and found fome inward eued in 
Philadelphia. 4 
Saturday 11. Was a day of peace and love to my foul. 
Lord’s day 12. Went.through the ufual exercifes of the 
day, and enjoyed fome peace of mind, Our congregations 
here are fmall. They cannot bear the difcipline and doc- 
trine: but this does not move me. 3 
- Monday morning I preached with life, and long to be 
entirely pure. I humbly hope to fee the time when GOD 
will enable me tolive without inward fin—without evil defire. 
Tuefday 14. Went to the Zerfcys, and preached at friend 
Turner's to near 100 people, though in the time of harveft.; 
and while preaching trom thefe words, Ye.were yr att 
darkne/s, but now are ye light in the Lord; many felt the 
power of truth, when the darknefs and its properties 
were explained. After defcribing true religon to about 100 
fouls, at Fife Chew’s, went on Wednefday to Greenwich, 
and felt much fhut up while preaching to about the fame 
number, on Fear not little flock, Sc. 1 then proceeded to 
Gloucefter, which is one of the dulleft places 1 have feea 
Vou. IL, Bb in 
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inthis country. The fame night proceeded to Haddonfield; 
and the next day preached at Fo/eph Thorn’s, to a few at- 
tentive hearers, who feemed fomewhat affe€ied by the truths 
of GOD ; efpecially one S—K—who was greatly concern- 
édon account of his paft life ; as he had been much devo- 
ted to company and liquor. I felt afraid that his concern 
would not be permanent. However, he accompanied me 
to the ferry. 

Friday. 17. Returned to Philade/phia time enough for 
interceflion, and found it a good time, both then, and at the 
evening- preaching. 

Lord’s day 19. After preaching in the morning, fet off 
in the afternoon for Jrentown, came thither on Monday by 
dinner time, and found life in preaching at night. 

Monday, Zu/y 20. Met with brother Saufe, from New- 
York, who informed me that I was to go to York ; which 
was what I did not expeé; but feel myfelf quite eafy, 
not being fixed in any place.. He gave me an account of 
Mr. W—’s good behaviour ; though I fear after all, he 
will fettle at Bohemia. 

Wednelday, July 22. In meeting the {mall fociety, about 
19 perfons, | gave them tickets, and found it a comfortable 
time. They area ferious people ; and there is fome prof, 
peét of much good being done in this place. After preach- 
ing on Tuefday morning over the ferry, and in the evening 
at Trentown, 1 took leave of them on Wednefday morning 
and fet off for Philadelphia. Left Philadelphia on the Lord’s 
day evening after preaching on thefe words, Jf J come again, 
EF will not fpare; andon Monday met with brother Board- 
man. Went thence to New-mills, where I preached on 
Tuefday night, and Wednefday morning, and found the 
people there very affectionate ; then returned to Burlington 
and found many friends from Philadelphia. We had power 
among us at night, and the next morning at 3, I fet off for 
Amboy, and on the way had fome converfation with one of 
Jacob Behmen’s difciples. We came to the flage-houfe 
through much rain and bad roads, about 7 o'clock; thence 
we went to Amboy and took ledging at atavern. Mave been 
kept 
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kept in peace through this journey, felt great courage in the 
work of GOD, and go towards York in faith—The congre- 
gation at Ambey was {mall, and they appeared to be fuch ee 
cared but little for the gofpel; fo that my hope of that place 
is but flender. On Saturday evening, I preached with fome 
power, to a large congregation otf rich and poor, from thefe 
words, Even from the days of your fathers, ye have gone away 
from mine ordinances, and have not hept them: return unte 
me and I will return unto you. After preaching with great 
liberty on the Lord’s day, to many people at P. J anpelt's 
and juftice Wright's, on Staten-Ifland ; 1 fet off on Monday 
in a boat for New-York : and arriving about 5 o'clock, found 
Mr. Wright, who, that night, preached his farewell fermon ; 
and told the people that he did not expect to fee them any 
more. I have always dealt honeftly with him, but he has 
been fpoiled by gifts. He has been pretty ftriét in the fo- 
ciety, but ended all with a general love-feaft ; which | think 
_is undoing all he hasdone. However, none of thefe things 
move me. My mind is calm, and my foul under a com- 
tortable fenfe of GOD; and am determined, by his grace, 
to keep on in the way of my duty, if it fhould be my lotto 
ftand alone. 

Auguft 4. Felt life, and power, and renewed courage. 
Difcovering the unfaithfulnefs of fome who firft {poil a man 
and then condemn him, I intend to keep fuch at a proper dif- 
tance. In the love-feaft this evening, 1 found that the living 
could not bear the dead. Mr. Wright rofe upand {pake as well 
as he could, againft {peaking with fevere reflections on his 
brother. But all this does not move me. I know the 
man and his converfation. 

Auguft 6. Felt fatisfaétion and life in meeting the foci- 
ety daft night; and f{penc this day in retirement. 

Thurfday 7. Preached in Yord from Phil. i. 24,25. To 
abide in the flefh is more needful for you. And having this 
confidence, I know that I fhali abide and continue with you 
all, for your furtherance and joy of faith. Found liberty 
in my mind while eddrefling the people, and.am determin- 


ed 
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ed, in the flrength of the Lord, to aim at promoting his 

lory; and feek nothing but him. 
' Friday 8. After preaching in the morning, found the 
Lord near, and hid great peace at interceffion, It pleafes 
me much to fee the people diligent in attending the word : 
and find myfelf favoured with hberty and the power of GOD 
in my labours among them; and humbly hope, that GOD 
will make known his power among this people, and drive. 
Satan from them; and that we fhall fee good days in this 
place. 

Saturday g. Found a degree of life in my foul; and on 
the Lord’s day had power, and light, and life, and love in 
{peaking from thofe words, Ye were /ometimes darkne/s, but 
mow are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light. 
The congregations are fleady, and we look for the power 
of GOD both in our own fouls and among the people. 
O my GOD, make bare thine arm! After preaching on 
the evening of the Lord’s day, with fome opening of heart, 
and to a full houfe, I met the foctety; and then fet out on 
Monday morning, for New Rochelle, and preached the 
fame night at friend Devoz’s, about 30 miles trom York. 

Tuefday 12. My foul does not forget GOD; but my 
defire is flill towards him, and the remembrance of his 
name, On Wednefday, found my mind fomewhat engaged ; 
but on Thurfday, had fome fears of coming fhort of eternal 
life. A cloud refted on my mind, which was occafioned 
by talking and jefling; I alfo feel at times tempted to im- 
patience and pride of heart; but the Lord gracioufly blett 
me with life and power in preaching at night; and I after- 
wards found my mind fixed on GOD, and an earneft iong- 
ing to be always holy in heart and life. After preaching oa 
Friday at New Rochelle, from thefe words, We ought to give 
the more earneft heed to the things which we have heard, left 
at any time we fhould let them jhp, fet out for York ona bad 
horfe, and met with indifferent fare on the road; but reach- 
ed York on Saturday, ard there received a essed from my 
father and friend Mr. Mather, who informed me of the 


preachers’ returning to England. Preached allo this even- 


ing 
ai 
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mg with fome fatisfaftion, but found broken claffes, and a 
difordered fociety, fo that my heart is funk within me; but 
itis ftill my defire to commit myfelf to GOD. 

Monday 17. Preached in the morning, and then went 
to preach at New-Town, about 12 miles diftant, in the 
evening. Friend Saw/e was in company with me, and we 
were obliged to lodge at a tavern; but we were more feri- 
ous than ufual, and {pent our time in ufeful converfation. 
As it rained, we had but few people at preaching in the 
morning ; we then returned to York about 10 o'clock. In 
this journey I have found my foul comfortable and alive to 
GOD, a facred nearnefs to GOD, and power to withftand 
temptations ; though in the afternoon of the next day, had 
caufe to blame myfelf for trifling converfation at noon. 

Lord’s-day, Augufl 17. This has been a day of diltrefs 
tomy foul. I was oppofed for meeting the fociety, becaufe 
one or two clafles meet at that time ; wuich’{eemed to me a 
very weak objeftion, infomuch as thofe clafles might meet 
at another time, 

Auguft 21. Preached this morning with great life in my 
foul, and feel a ftrong defire to be devoted to GOD, and 
more and more engaged to promote his glory both in heart 
and life. O that my foul could be more intimately and 
{weetly united to the Lord! In the evening preached with 
power; but have found my foul troubled within me on ac- 
count of a party fpirit which feems to prevail too much in 
this place. But they mult anfwer for their own conduét. 
My bufinefs is, through the grace of GOD, to go flraight 
forward, a¢ting with honelty, prudence and caution, and 
than leave the event to him. 

Lord’s-day, Auguft c4. Preached morning and evening, 
and had peace in my own foul. In the evening, met the fo- 
ciety and read Mr. Wefley’s letter. 

Monday 25. Early in the morning we crofled the Norih- 
river, in order to go to Staten Ifland. Many people attend. 
ed the word; but I know not what to make of them, for 
though they feem fond of hearing, yet they do not appear to 
be much affetted. On Tuciday went to Améoy, and dined 
with 
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with a mixed company of Affembly-men, Church-men, 
Quakers, &c. many of them came to hear me in fport, but 
wentaway very ftill. On my return, preached at Mr. W——’s 
to many people ; fome of whom feemed to know but little 
of any thing good. On Thurfday returned to York, and 
preached in the evening to many people, with fome life. 
Friday my foul was kept in peace and love; and while 
preaching at night, both myfelf and others felt the power 
of GOD in our fouls. 

Saturday go. Preached with liberty, and can rejoice in 
GOD my falvation, finding an increafing defire to live to 
him alone. Lerd’s-day 91. Found peace and life both 
morning and evening, and had many people: went alfo 
to church, and heard Dr. Oglevie preach on the divinity of 
Chrift. 

Tuefday, September 2. My heart was fixed to feek the 
Lord; and found fome nearnefs to him, and life in my 
foul: preached alfo in the evening with fome comfort. 

Wednefday 3. Preached at 5, and found my foul this 
day fixed to do the will of GOD. 

Thurfday 4. Preached in the morning, and found this 
a bleffed day. My foul was lively, and my heart was fil- 
led with holy thoughts of GOD, and felt a ftrong and pure 
defire to pray, and mourn, and long for GOD. In the 
evening preached from thefe words: Who/oever fhall con- 
ths me before men, him will I confe/s before my Father who 
is wn heaven. 

Friday 5. Found my foul grieved at the difcovery of 
fuch parties among the people. Who can find a faithful 
man? 

Saturday, Sept. 6. Found peace in my foul, and held 
a meeting for the better ordering of the fpiritual and tem- 
poral affairs of the fociety. In this meeting I propounded 
the following queries. 

I. How often thall there be public preaching ? Agreed, 
that it fhould be on Tuefday, Thurfday and Friday nights, 
befides the Lord’s day ; and exhortation on Saturday night. 

II. Shall we have morning preaching? This was a- 


greed to.: 
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III. Shall we have the Society-meetings private? This 
was doubted by fome; but I infifted on it, from our rules 
and Mr, We/ley’s lat letter, 

IV. Shall we make a weekly, and quarterly colleétion? 
Agreed. 

V. Can any other means be devifed to leffen the debt? 
The debt was £1100; but no other means could be found 
to relieve it. 

VI. Ought we not to be more ft1i@ with diforderly per- 
fons? Very little was faid in anfwer to this. 

VII. Shall we have three ftewards for the faisfaftion of 
the fociety? The majority voted againit it. 

VIII. Are we as fiugal as we can be? It was thought 
we were. ; 

IX. Will the ftewards meet me once a week? Agreed. 

X. Do we endeavour to avoid all partiality in the things 
of GOD? ‘ 

. XI, Can we come at the balance of our accounts now, 
or foon? It was thought we could. 

XII. Who will fland at the door? Not determined. 

XIII. Shall we meet the fociety on Sunday nights? This 
was oppofed by fome. But I infifted upon it’s being the 
beft time; and at laft it was agreed ta for a feafon. 

XIV. Who fhall be the calle€&tors? This was not de- 
termined, though debated. 

XV. Can the preacher meet the children? Agreed. 

XVI. Can we fpread the books? There was but little 
faid on this head, and it was left undetermined. 


a 


[Continued at page 245.) 
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An account of the death of Mr. HavveEN, Inn-hceper tm 
Bath : in a letter to the Rev. J. Wefley, by Mi/s M.B. 


ITH joy I embrace the earlieft opportunity of let- 
ting you know, that our dear brother Hadden is at 
lat gone to paradile. For 
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For fome time before his death, he was endued with an 
uncommon degree of deadnefs to the world, freedom from 
anxiety, refpeéting his family, and refignation under conti- 
nual pain and weaknefs. 

In his long illnefs, he fought Jefus in good earncft, and 
deeply mourned his want of a clear fenfe of pardon. At 
laft, the Lord gave it him fome time before his death. He 
then faid, ‘* I firmly believe Jefus died for me: I could not 
fay this a little while ago ; but it now feems that I have faith 
enough, to go up into the clouds to meet my Saviour.” 

The next day, on his faying, “ I have been in violent 
pain,” Iafked, how did you find your foul then? He an- 
{wered, “ All love! all glory.” On my afking him, have 
you now any doubt concerning the forgivenefs of your fins? 
he faid, “ No: none at all.” On Saturday the third in- 
ftant, he told the nurfe that the angels would come for him 
at night, and fo it proved. 

After lying very ftill about an hour and a half, and, to 
all appearance, was juft expiring, he raifed himfelf up in 
his bed, and cried out, ‘“ My bleffed Lord! Oh! bleffed 
Jefus! There he is! there are the angels! cannot you fee 
them? there is another come! Hallelujah! hallelujah! On 
what happinefs is this! I have been upom Mount Sion ! What 
a mercy is it, that I have my fenfes fo perfe&t ; that I may 
not fay any ching to offend GOD! for nothing unholy can 
enter heaven. Hallelujah! Sing! fing! hallelujah! Oh! 
how happy am I! What! a publican! a publican happy! a 
publican going to heaven! it ought, it ought to be put ia 
the newfpaper ! Poor Mr. Brockman, (another inn-keeper of 
his acquaintance) what will he do when he comes to die? 
Tell him, tell him, bring it round to bim fome way or 
other; Lord Jefus! open his eyes before it is too late!” 
Then looking round on us, he faid, “ GOD blefs you all! 
keep clofe to GOD and his people.” To me he faid, * I 
fee the devil up againft the cieling.” On my faying, he 
has no power over you; he anfwered, with an air of trium- 
phant difdain‘ “ Power! no! fly fatan, get thee hence! 
Hallelujah! hallelujah !’ Thus he continued till he fel) into 

a doze. 
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adoze. After lying fome time, he clapped his hands toge- 
ther, looked up with a f{miling countenance, and fell afleep 
in Jefus ! 

M., B. 
Bath, April 13, 1773, ' 


—— EE a 





An account ‘of Mis. VAUGHAN: written by her Son. 


Y dear mother was firft awakened by hearing the Ge- 

neral Baptifts, and was a member of Mr. Brittazn’s 

congregation for many years. She then walked in all the 

‘ordinances blamelefs, and was a great pattern of keeping the 

fabbath-day holy, and of family-prayer. In:the laft of thefe 

I fhall never forget her ftrong cries and tears for her four 
children, with which fhe was left a widow. 


) I have often heard her fay, “ There is a way better than 

a ‘this I am now in, though I know it not. Lord, fhew me 

d the right way, and lead me in it!” At this time fhe had 

€ no thoughts of being a Methoditt. 

n When I was convinced of fin, and had received a fenfe 

at of pardon, fhe faid, “* This is the right way,” and never reft- 

y ed till the Lord fpoke peace and falvation to her foul. 

AL As fhe fat at work one day, fhe was taken ill of a vio- 

Vt lent fever. In the beginning of her illnefs, fhe was in an 

a extraordinary manner filled with joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

a Thofe who came to fee her (being many) faw with wonder 

of the mighty power of GOD. She clapped her hands, and 

+? faid, *‘ I know that my Redeemer liveth! and though after 

or my fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet with thefe eyes I ; 
- thall fee GOD! Glory! glory! I once was as vile as Ma- 7a 
if ry Magdalen, Manaffah, yea, the very devil himfelf! though i! 
‘I I did not live in any outward fin. But now I am made 

he white in the blood of the Lamb! I fhall praife him on 

m- Mount Sion, with all the redeemed for ever and ever! for 

e! ever and ever! Yes, my anchor is caft! caft on a rock, 

ito where I thall ever reft. Oh, when will Gzdeon’s pitcher 


Vor. I. Cec break ! 
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break ! and let the lamp appear!” This the often repeated ; 
and to the laft, never expreft the leaft doubt or fear. 

Two days before fhe died, fhe exhorted me to cleave to 
GOD: and told me, I fhould drink of the cup of afflitiion 
in this world ; but added, 


“ Our fouls are in his mighty hand, 
And he will keep them flill; 
And you and I fhall furely fland, 
With Chrift on Ston’s hill.” 


_ From this time, fhe had not a fhadow of a doubt. Nor 
do I remember fhe once complained, although her afflittion 
was very great ! 


The night before the died, the fang; 


“ Come let us join our cheerful fongs, 
With angels round the throne.” 


When the was f{pecchlefs, fhe feyeral times endeavoured to 
fing. Though the had experienced deep conviétions, and 
great temptations, when fhe was firft awakened, fhe was now 
very compofed, and free from all uneafinefs. Satan feemed 
to have no power over her. She was indeed loft and {wal- 
lowed up in GOD, her all in all ! 

About feven o'clock on Friday morning, fhe cried out, 
** My Lord, and my GOD!” and gave up her fpirit into 
the arms of jefus, on Ottober 1, 1772, and in the fifty-fiith 
year of her age. 

E. VAUGHAN. 


North-Green, Jan. 12, 1787. 


An extra of a letter from JAMES Haw, elder of the Me- 

thodijt Epifcopal church in America, to Bifhop Afbury: 

_ written from Cumberland near Kentucke, about the begin- 
ning of the year 1789. 

Honoured Sir, 

OOD news from Zion—The work of GOD is going 

on rapidly in the new Weftern world. A glorious 

victory 
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vittory the Son of GOD has gained; and he is fill going 
on conquering and to conquer. Shout, ye angels! Hell 
trembles, and heaven rejoices daily over finners that repent. 
Ata quarter-meeting, held in Burben county, K-ntuche, 
July 19, 20, 1788, the Lord poured out his fpirit in a 
wonderful manner, firft on the Chriftians, and fanétified fe- 
veral of them very powerfully and glorioufly, and as I cha- 
ritably hope, wholly. The feekers alfo felt the power 
and prefence of GOD, and cried for mercy as at the point 
of death. We prayed with, and for them, till we had rea- 
fon to believe that the Lord coriverted 17 or 18 precious 
fouls. Hallelujah, praife ye the Lord. 

As I went from that part, through thé circuit, to another 
quarter-meeting, the Lord converted two or three more. 
The Sat. and Sun. following, the Lord poured out his fpirit 
again; the work of fanétiication amongtt the believersbroke out 
at the Lord’s table; and the fpirit of the Lord went through 
the affembly like a mighty rufhing wind: fome fell, many cried 
for mercy; fighs and groans proceeded from their hearts ; 
tears of forrow for fin ran ftrearaing down their eyes; their 
prayers reached to heaven, and the fpirit of the Lord en- 
tered into them, and filled 14 or 15 with peace and joy in 
believing. Salvation! O the joyful found, how the echo 
flies! A few days after, brother Poythre/s came, and went 
with me to another quarter-meeting: we had another gra- 
cious feafon round the Lord’s table, but no remarkable 
ftir till after preaching: but under feveral exhortations fome 
burfted out into tears, others trembled, and fome fell. I 
fprang in among the people, and the*Lord converted one 
more very powerfully, who praifed.the Lord with fuch ec- 
clamation of joy as, I truft, will never be forgotten. The 
Sunday following I preached my farewell-fermon, and met 
the clafs, and the Lord converted three more, glory be to 
his holy name for ever. 

The firft round I went in Cumberland, the Lord convert- 
ed fix precious fouls, and I joined three gracious Baptifls 
to our church; and eyery round, I have reafon to believe, 
fome finners are awakened, foie feekers joined to fociety, 
and 
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and fome penitents.converted to GOD. At our Cumberland 
quarter-meeting, the Lord converted fix fouls the firft day, 
and one the next: glory, honour, praife, and power, 
be unto our GOD for ever. The work flill goes on. I 
have*joined two more ferious Baptifts, fince the quarter- 
meeting, andthe Lord has converted feveral more precious 
fouls in various parts of the circuit, and fome more have 
joined the fociety, fo that we have 112 difciples now in 
Cumberland, 47 of whom: (I truft) have received the gift of 
the Holy Ghoft fince they believed: and 1 hope thefe are 
but the firft fruits of an univerfal harveft, which GOD will 
give us in this country. Brother Maffe is with me, going 
on weeping over finners, and the Lord bleffes his labours, 
A letter from brother Williamfon, dated Nov. 10, 1788, 
informs me that the work is fill going on rapidly in Ken- 
tuche; gat at two quarter-meetings fince I came away, 
the Lérd poured out his fpirit and converted 10 penitents, 
and fanétified five believers at the firft, and 20 more were 
converted at the fecond. Indeed the wildernefs and 
folitary places are glad, and the defart rejoices, and blof- 
foms as the rofe, and I truft will foon become beautrful 
as Zirza, and comely as Jerufalem. What fhall I more 
fay? Time would fail to tell you all the Lord’s doings 
amongft us; it is marvellous in our eyes. To him be glo- 
ry, honour, praife, power, might, majefly and dominion, 
both now and for ever, amen and amen. 

P. S. Some of our refponfible members of Cumberland 
have formerly lived at a place called the Natchez, on the 
Mififippr, then undér the Britith, now under the govern- 
ment of Spain. There are (they fay) 6 or 7co American 
families there, who have no proieftant minifter of any kind, 
and I fear, are perifhing for want of the bread of- life. I 
expeét to know by the fpring, if there be free and full 
toleration for the protcftant religion thére, and if there be, 
to make the report to the conference. 


POETRY. 
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Poetry. 


On the Shortne/s of HUMAN Lire, 


IKE as a damafk rofe you fee, 
Or like the bloffoms on a tree, 

Or like the frag’rant flowers in May, 
Or like the morning to the day, 
Or like the fun, or like the fhade, 
Or like the gourd which Jonah had : 
E’en fuch is man, whofe thread is {pun, 
Drawn out, and cut, and fo it’s done ; 
Withers the rofe, the bloffom blafts, 
The flower fades, the morning hafles, 
The fun doth fet, the fhadows fly, 
The gourd confumes, and mortals die ! 


Like to the grafs that’s newly fprung, 
Or like the tale that’s jull begun, 
Or like a bird that’s here to-day, 
Or like the pearled dew of May, 
Or like an hour, or like a fpan, 
Or hike the finging of a fwan : 
E’en fuch is man, who lives by breath ; 
Is here ; is there; in life; in death! 
The grafs decays, the tale doth end, 
The bird is flown, the dews afcend, 
The hour is fhort, the fpan not long, 
The fwan’s near death! man’s life is done ! 


Like to a bubble on a brook, 
Or (in a mirror) like a look, 
Or like a fhuttle in the hand, 
Ox like a writing on the fand, 
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Or like a thought, or like a dream, 
Or like the gliding of a ftream : 
E’en fuch is man, whofe life by breath ; 
Is here; is there; in life, in death! 
The bubble’s burft ; the look’s forgot ; 
The fhuttle’s flung ; the writing blot ; 
The thought is paft; the dream is gone ; 
The water glides—man’s life is done! 











SR oth Rat eainegind safinh, eafMeeh a stk ofa he OS 
The BENEFIT of AFFLICTION, Job v. 6, 7,8. 








HEN huge affliétions prefs me down, 
And forrows make my nature groan, 
Where fha}l I find relief ? 
I'll bow myfelf before my GOD, 
And humbly kifs the facred rod, 
Till he aflwage my grief. 









My num’rous fins will I confefs, 
»~ And own in every fore diftrefs 
The Lord is good and juft : 
For by experience I have found 
Affli€tions {pring not from the ground, 
Nor troubles from the duft. © 











So fure as fparks from burning fire, 

By native force will ftill afpire, 
And upward wing their way ; 

So furely man is ‘born to pain ; 

Our common lot is to complain, 


While here on earth we flay. 








Nor is the caufe fo hard to tell, 
Since fromthe Lord we bafely fell, 
And left the fource of blifs : 
' How can we hope for joys ferene, 
While fin, the monfler, lurks within, 
That parent of diftrefs ? . 

















/_ 


. POETRY, a. 207 
To Jefus then I make my moan a 
O; plead my caufe before the throne! 
Thou haft the Father’s ear: 
Since thou for me didft undertake, 
My fuit is gain’d—thy blood did make 


Atonement at his bar. 


































SE Rey Ree May Reg Metre inte Sage faite 
A LAWYER’s PRAYER. 


RDAIN’D to tread the thorny ground 

Where few, I tear, are faithful found, 
Mine be the confcience void of blame, 
The upright heart, the fpotlefs name, 
The tribute of the widow’s prayer, 
The righted orphan’s grateful tear : 
To virtue and her friends a friend, , 
Sull may ‘my voice the weak defend. 
Ne’er may my proftituted tongue 
Proteé th’ oppreffor in his wrong, 
Nor wreft the fpirit of the laws, 
To fanétify.the villain’s caufe. 
Let others with unfparing hand 
Scatter their poifon through the land ; 
Inflame diffention, kindle firife, 
And ftrew with ills the path of life. 
On fuch her gifts let fortune fhower, _ 
Add wealth to wealth, and power to power: 
On me may fav’ring heaven beftow 
That peace which good men only know; 
The joy of joys, by few poffefs’d, i" 
Th’ eternal fun-fhine of the breatft. 
All earthly good I here refign, 
The praife of honefty be mine; | 
That friends may weep, the worthy figh, 
And poor men blefs me when I die. 






A prayer 


POETRY. 


A prayer for one grievoufly tempied. 
ae the promife made by thee 
We plead, and touching this agree, 
To afk it for our friend; 
The help thou only canft beftow, 
Deliverance from her cruel foe, 
A fwift deliverance fend. 


The virtue of thy faving name, 
To-day, as yeflerday the fame, 
In her relief exert; 
The fiend who dares thy temple feize, 
No longer fuffer him t’ opprefs, 
But.bid him now depart. 


Thou canft with equal eafe make whole 

The body and the fin-fick foul, 
Phyfician of mankind: 

Thy patient, Lord, at once reftore, 


Fill’d with the fpirit of love and power, 
And of a healthful mind. 


Cloth’d with humility and grace, 
Thy fav’d, thy happy hamdmaid place 
Attentive at thy feet; 
And never may fhe thence remove, 
Till fpotlefs in thy fight above @ 
She finds her joy complete. 





